
Crocker Hill Mines and Ryerson Hill Quarry
Town:  Paris, Ox ford County
Base map:  West Paris and West Sum ner 7.5’ quad ran gles
Con tour in ter val:  20 feet



Crocker Hill Mines

Type of de posit:  Quartz vein, pos si bly in a fault zone.

Col lect ing sta tus:  Lo cated in a Paris town park.  Per mis sion
to col lect min er als prob a bly is not re quired, as long as the sites
are not greatly dis turbed.  The col lect ing in for ma tion pro vided
here is for the up per mine, which is the more pro duc tive lo cal ity.
The lower mine (next to Crocker Hill trail) is a col lapsed un der -
ground work ing, and is mainly of his tor i cal in ter est.  No dig ging
should be done at the lat ter site.

Min er als ob served:  graph ite, mo lyb de nite(?), py rite,
quartz (col or less to milky, sin gly and dou bly-ter mi nated crys -
tals), sericite.

Com ments:  The foun da tion of an old mill can be seen next to
the lower mine, on the down hill side of the trail.  This is be lieved
to be the mo lyb de nite mine that was men tioned by Morrill and
oth ers (1958).  If so, the up per mine is the “gold mine” in di cated
on Morrill’s map, and his map shows the Crocker Hill mines in
the wrong lo ca tions.  It is not known whether a sig nif i cant
amount of ore was pro duced by ei ther mine.  Hess (1908) and
Water man (1931) noted the oc cur rence of graph ite here, and
Water man stated that both graph ite and mo lyb de nite were re -
cov ered by the min ing op er a tion.  Large masses of in ter lock ing
quartz crys tals oc cur at the up per mine, and ter mi nated crys tals
can be found in cavities in the quartz.

Di rec tions:  Driv ing:  From jct. of Rtes. 26 and 117-119 in
South Paris, go north on Rte. 26 for 0.35 mile.  Turn right at sign
for “Paris Hill” and pro ceed 1.20 miles.  Go right at fork and con -
tinue 1.20 miles.  Turn right (by golf course) onto Mt. Mica Rd.
and drive north east 1.15 miles.  Turn left onto gravel road and
pro ceed 0.80 mile to point where road makes a right-an gle turn
to the left.  At this point, drive straight ahead onto a woods road
for about 0.05 mile and park in clear ing on left.

Walk ing:  Walk up hill on woods road that climbs Crocker Hill.
This road has three switch back curves, and is marked by yel low
blazes af ter the first switch back.  It passes the mill foun da tion,
and at about 665 paces from park ing lot (just af ter sec ond switch -
back) passes the en trance to the lower mine (note old re tain ing
wall on left).  Con tinue an other 500 paces to clear ing where
Crocker Hill trail turns right (up hill) from the road.  At this point, 
turn left off the road and go down across the ledge to the west for
about 60 paces to up per end of small pit in quartz vein.

Ryerson Hill Quarry

Type of de posit:  Gran ite peg ma tite.

Col lect ing sta tus:  Open for col lect ing by prior ar range ment
with the own ers.  Call Jody Berry or Zoltan Matolcsy at (207)
743-9169.  

E-mail:  jodzol@adelphia.net.  
Website:  www.RockhoundsRUs.com

Min er als ob served:  The more com mon min er als found
here in clude al bite, almandine (gar net), ar seno py rite, beryl,
colum bite, microcline, mus co vite, quartz, schorl (tour ma line),
and triphylite.  A com plete list of 48 min er als from Ryerson Hill,
in clud ing pho tos, is avail able at www.mindat.org.

Com ments:  This quarry was re cently worked by Rich ard
Dionne, who com piled the spe cies list.  An un com mon blu -
ish-gray phos phate min eral called triphylite can be found here. 
Mi cro scopic crys tals of a wide va ri ety of rare phos phates have
been found with the triphylite, from which they were de rived by
chem i cal al ter ation.

Di rec tions:  Driv ing:  From jct. of Rtes. 26 and 117-119 in
South Paris, go north on Rte. 26 for 0.35 mile.  Turn right at sign
for "Paris Hill" and pro ceed 1.20 miles.  Keep right at fork and
con tinue about 1.9 miles, pass ing through Paris Hill vil lage. 
Turn right onto Ryerson Hill Rd. and go north east 1.90 miles to a
jct.  Con tinue straight on Ryerson Hill Rd (paved)., which
quickly curves to left and climbs hill, and go 0.75 mile to jct. with 
gravel road on left.  Con tinue straight on paved road, which soon
turns to gravel, for 0.25 miles.  Park on left shoul der of road,
where wide enough.

Walk ing:  Find the dirt mine road on right (south) side of main
road.  It starts be tween some big boul ders.  Fol low mine road up -
hill to south for about 250 paces to where it ends at the quarry
pits.


